
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Environmental Champions program – 

 opportunity for cross curricular engagement 

 

Cross-curricular program collaboration in schools, particularly in the context of challenges 
such as teacher shortages post-COVID and teachers teaching subjects outside their area of 
expertise, offers several significant benefits: 

1. Efficient Use of Resources: Amidst teacher shortages, cross-curricular collaboration 
allows for a more efficient utilisation of the available teaching staff. Teachers can 
collaborate to cover a broader range of subjects, mitigating the strain caused by 
shortages. 

2. Enhanced Learning Experience: Integrating subjects allows teachers to provide 
students with a more holistic understanding of topics. This interdisciplinary approach 
mirrors real-world situations where knowledge is interconnected, leading to a deeper 
learning experience. 

3. Professional Development for Teachers: Teachers working outside their specialism 
can learn from colleagues in different disciplines. This cross-pollination of knowledge 
and teaching methods enriches their own skills and approaches, contributing to 
professional growth. 

4. Fostering Social Cohesion: Cross-curricular programs often involve group projects 
and collaborative activities, instrumental in enhancing social cohesion within the 



school. Students from diverse backgrounds and interests collaborate towards 
common goals. 

5. Opportunities for Peer-to-Peer Mentoring: Such programs naturally lend 
themselves to peer mentoring opportunities. More knowledgeable or experienced 
students can guide their peers in areas where they excel. This aids in knowledge 
transfer and fosters leadership skills and community spirit among students. 

6. Encouraging Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving: Exposure to interdisciplinary 
learning requires students to think critically and apply knowledge from one area to 
another. This approach fosters essential skills like problem-solving and analytical 
thinking. 

7. Adaptability and Flexibility in Teaching: With the dynamic challenges in education 
post-COVID, cross-curricular collaboration encourages adaptability and flexibility in 
teaching methods. It allows educators to respond more effectively to changing 
educational landscapes and student needs. 

8. Enhanced Engagement and Motivation: Students are likely to be more engaged 
and motivated when learning is contextualised to show the interconnectedness of 
different subjects. This relevance to the real world can make learning more 
interesting and meaningful. 

9. Reduced Workload Stress: Sharing responsibilities and collaborating can reduce 
individual workload for teachers. This collaborative approach can alleviate the stress 
associated with managing multiple subjects or large classes. 

10. Development of a Supportive School Culture: Cross-curricular collaboration 
fosters a sense of teamwork and support among staff, which can positively impact 
the overall school culture. A supportive and cooperative environment is beneficial for 
both teachers and students. 

In summary, cross-curricular collaboration in schools can be a strategic response to current 
educational challenges, offering a range of benefits from improved learning experiences to 
enhanced teacher support and student engagement. This approach not only addresses 
immediate issues like teacher shortages but also equips students with the skills needed for 
future success. 

 

Here is a breakdown of how this can be done: 

Science Curriculum 

• Biology and Ecology: Teach students about ecosystems, biodiversity, and the impact 
of human activities on the environment. Include hands-on projects where students 
can implement sustainability practices. 

• Chemistry: Focus on environmental chemistry, pollution, and sustainable chemical 
practices. 



Social Studies Curriculum 

• Geography: Study the effects of climate change, resource management, and 
sustainable development in different regions. 

• History: Explore the historical context of environmental movements and the 
evolution of environmental policies. 

Mathematics Curriculum 

• Statistics: Analyse data related to environmental issues, like pollution levels, 
deforestation rates, and the effectiveness of different conservation strategies. 

• Problem Solving: Apply mathematical models to solve real-world environmental 
problems, such as calculating carbon footprints or optimizing resource use. 

Language and Arts Curriculum 

• Language Arts: Encourage students to write persuasive essays on environmental 
issues, create environmental awareness campaigns, and read literature related to 
nature and conservation. 

• Arts: Create art projects that promote environmental messages, use recycled 
materials, and explore the relationship between art and nature. 

Technology and Computer Science Curriculum 

• Programming: Develop apps or software that promote sustainability or help track 
environmental changes. 

• Information Technology: Leverage digital platforms for environmental awareness 
campaigns, as outlined in the marketing strategy. 

Physical Education and Health 

• Outdoor Activities: Organize outdoor expeditions that teach about local flora and 
fauna and promote appreciation of nature. 

• Health Education: Discuss the impact of environmental factors on human health and 
well-being. 

Business and Economics Curriculum 

• Economics: Discuss the economics of environmental policies, sustainable business 
practices, and the impact of environmental conservation on the economy. 

• Entrepreneurship: Encourage students to develop business ideas that are 
environmentally sustainable. 

Collaborative Projects and Community Engagement 

• Encourage interdisciplinary projects that require students to apply knowledge from 



various subjects towards environmental initiatives. 

• Facilitate partnerships with local businesses and community leaders to provide 
practical experiences in environmental stewardship. 

Educator and Parent Engagement 

• Offer workshops and resources for educators and parents to support the integration 
of environmental education in their teaching and parenting practices. 

By embedding the principles of the Young Environmental Champions program into different 
subject areas, students gain a comprehensive understanding of environmental issues and are 
equipped with the skills to make a tangible impact in their communities. This approach 
ensures that environmental education is not isolated but rather woven into the fabric of 
everyday learning. 

 


